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“THE i Pac CINE. SANGAM, TANJORE. 


Suventa ANNIVERSARY, 1919-1997. 
ADDRESS OF WELCOME BY THE CHAIRMAN 
| OF 
THE RECEPTION COMMITTE. 


GENTLEMEN, | 

- We are assembled here to celobrate the Seventh 
Anniversary of the Kallar Maha Sangam, Tanjore, and 
I most sincerely thank you for the rare privilege accor: 
ded to me to wélcome you all, to this Conference which 
meets in this histofic city, under the distinguished 
presidency of the Honourable Khan Bahadur Mahomed 


Usman Sahib Bahadur B. A., Home Member to the 
Government of Madras. 


2. It is but appropriate that we showld meet in 
this city, whi¢h is hallowed by the memories oi several 
dynasties of Kings, from the days of the mighty Cholas 
‘with whom. we are closely connected, to the times when 
is passed to the pious Naiks, the hardy Mahrattas and 
thence to the benign British Rule, You are probably 
aware that the Punal Nadu was first peopled by. our ~ 
sturdy ancestors, who held sway over large tracts until 
the Kallar Nad came to be merged in the Chola Manda- 
lam: Hven so late as the days of the Chola rulers, the 
leaders of our community were ertrusted with the task 
_ of the maintenance of peace and order on the marches 
dividing the erstwhile Chola and Pandya Kingdoms. — 
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3. With the break-up of kingdoms: Pic the 
dark days of the seventeenth century and the consequent 
disorganisation of society and economic distress, the 
Kalla community, along with others, had to share the 
woes of poverty and suffering. Thus it will be seen 
that the odium which is generally attached to the 
cOmmunity was more due to illiteracy, penury and want 
of refinement than to any tribal predatory instincts 
which are wrongly attributed to its members. I have 
to indulge in this piece of historic reminiscence, not in. 
a vain-glorious vein, but with a view to rouse the 
members of our community to the proper perception of 
their present fallen condition and to quicken the mane of 
self-ameliorative effort. 


4, When at the close of the last deoule led by 
these misconceptions, Government wanted to introduce 
the Criminal Tribes Actin the Kallar tracts of this 
District, on the lines adopted by them for the reclama- 
tion of the Madura Kallars, the leaders of the Sangam 
started an agitation with a view to bring home to the 
Government the injustice and dangerous consequences 
likely to result from the enforcement of the Act and 
appointed a Committee to draw up a scheme for the 
amelioration of the Tanjore Kallars and submit the 
same to Government. The members of the Committee 
paid a visit to the Kallarnad of the Madura District, took 
evidence and after an elaborate enquiry regarding the 
ameliorative steps to be taken by them, sent a report to 
the Government. Not satisfied with this and with a view 
to demonstrate that any true reform to be effective 
sronld emanate more ue the pubes of oe commu- 
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Saneam organised a number of Panchayats, opened a 
number of schools in Kalla hamlets, instituted a number 
of scholarships to deserving Kallar boys and opened a 
Central Hostel at Tanjore to enable the Kalla students to 
prosecute their course of higher education, all out of 
funds raised for the purpose from the members of the 
community itself. It was only at this stage that the 
Government realised that the steps taken by the 
members of the community were in the right direction 
and set their seal of approval in July 1924 by coming to 
their rescue and organising a special department for 
Kallar Reclamation work in the District. 16 is very 
gratifying to note that the special department has, in 16s 
work during the last two years, closely followed the lines 
recommended and worked out by the Committee of the 
Sangam in their scheme report. The community is fully 
aware of the manifold acts of kindness of the Special 
Officer in charge of the Reclamation work and 
of his subordinate staff and on behalf of the community, 
I take this opportunity to offer them our heartfelt thanks 
and hope that they Will continue to evince the same - 
interest. | = | 


5. The progress achieved by the special depart- 
ment as disclosed by the latest administration report is 
very encouraging. There are at present 195 Pancha- 
yats doing work in the Kallar area. Tho Special Officer 
bears testimony to the good preventive work ‘turned out 
by several of them with the assistance and co-operation 
of the Special staff. 


6... That the Co-operative movement has become 
very popular among the Kallarg will bo seen from th? 
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number of societies which have been working in the 
Kallar tracts before the special department was organised 
and the number of societies newly started by them, 68 
societies in all. It is hoped that the members will realiso 
their responsibilities and make Cosonarazes a yep hand-. 
maid to Reclamation. 


7. There are about 76 schools working under the 
supervision of the Special Officer and the number of 
Kallar children, both boys and girls, attending them is on 
the increase. It beboves the parents to take full 
advantage of the facilities afforded for education and to 
see that a distinet preference is shown to regularity and 
punctuality in attendance at schools and that the schools 
really turn out efficient work. Government have from 
15—-6—1926 started a Boarding Hause for the Kallar 
‘Boys to which is attached a school containing the fourth 
and fifth standards and made a provision for fifty 
boarders, a fair number of whom are attending the 
‘secondary schools in Tanjore. Government {have also 
awarded scholarships and fee remissions in the case of 
the deserving among them. A Scout troop is also attached 
to the hostel which has amply fulfilled our expectations. 
A noat pucca hostel-building is a long felt desideratum 
and it is the duty of our community to make a fair 
collection for constructing a good building so that 
Government may be approached thereafter to afford the 
necessary conveniences to the inmates of the hostel. 


8. On _ behalf of the community I take. this 
opportunity ot offering our sincere thanks to Govern- 
“ment for the gracious manner in which they ~ LENG 
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responded cr our prayers regarding the affording of 
irrigation, facilities to the district as a whole and 
incidentally benefitting the upland tracts of the district 
where Kallars predominante, by the Mettur project 
and the opening of the Cauvery Canal which is to 
traverse villages inhabited by a very large number of 

Kallars, We are anxiously looking to the completion of 

the project in the very near future, as the fate of the up- 

land ryots is bound up with its successful accomplish- 
ment. In this connection I may be permitted to suggest 
to Government the free grant of lands now lying waste 

to the indigent members of the community and thus turn 

the Mettur project also into an instrument for reclama- 

tion—witness the Panjab Canal Colonisation Scheme. To 
enable the famished villagers to keep the wolf from the 
door, improved methods of Agriculture, such as the 
introduction of intensive cultivation, single seedling 
transplantation, use of scientific manures, improved 

Strains of seeds etc., should be inculcated in their minds 
by practical demonstrations. Our languishing village 
handicrafts should also claim our serious consideration 

and if any effective improvements should be introduced, 

a special survey of our rural industries should be made 
by Government and the industrial department be made 
to devise a suitable scheme to make every village self- 

contained. 


9. Iam of the opinion that the time is now come 
for investing the existing Panchayats with statutory 
powers to deal with the running of village schools, 
_ minor crimes, supervision of tanks, and other water 
SOULCES, sottlement of givil. dispates, rehabilitation of 
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industries and all such other things as would conduce 
to the speedy reconstruction of the village unit. To 
reach this goal it is highly desirable that the Panchayat 
Court Act and the Village Court Act should be incorpo- 
rated into one act with suitable modifications to serve all 
these purposes. 


10. One other matter which cries for redress is the 
policy adopted by Government in the matter of making 
vominations to represent the interests of minorities on 
local'‘and Municipal Boards and the legislatures of the 
country—Provincial and Imperial. Persons with special 
knowledge, experience and ability, belonging to the 
community or interests which need representation should 
alone be chosen, irrespective of other considerations 
—party or political. It behoves therefore the members of 
the community to agitate for due recognition by Govern- 
ment being given to a proper and true representation of 
ecmainyaities or interests and to create a healthy public 
opinion therefor. 

11. Before I conclude, a word as to the object of 
the Sangam will, I think, be not out of place. The 
Sangam is neither a _ political organisation nor a 
sectarian clique based on antagonism to any other 
community or organisation and its members are, in 
trying to achieve their objects, only striving to improve 
the social and economic condition of the Kallars of this 
District. I therefore appeal to the members of other 
sister communities to help us in realising our purpose, 
for the improvement of the country in general is in a 
way bound up with the improvement of its component 


communities. ‘To the members of my own community 
I would say that the time has come for them to sink 
their differences and adapt themselves to modern condi- 
tions. Litigation aud other social ills, which have been 
the bane of our community till now, are happily showing 
signs of abatement and they should be altogether avoided, 
Every member of the community should look upon it as 
a duty of his to join this Sangam, open branches and 
sections in the various parts of the district, get them 
affiliated to the central organisation and work imces- 
santly to achieve our cherished object. 


12. It is indeed our good fortune, gentlemen, that 
this conference of oursis being presided over by the 
Home Member who, in the midst of his multifarious duties, 
has so cheerfully responded to our invitation to preside 
over our deliberations,and guide us aright. I shall not 
be far wrong when I say that the success of our conference 
ig more than achieved, as in our President, we have a 
worthy son of our district ever sympathising with us in 
our wants and never dagging to extend his helping hand. 
Ag member in charge of the labour portfolio he has antplo 
opportunities for manifesting his active sympathy in the 
solution of many a problem which is immediately connec: — 
ed with the welfare of our community. ; 


Tanjore, ~ P. S. RAJAPPA, 


1Q—-12—1927 Chairman of the Reception Conmattec. 


